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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The project site is a limestone and sand quarry that has been operating since 1983. At present 
mining occurs ahead of land filling by the City of Rockingham, who is the registered proprietor of 
Location 2170 Millar Road, Baldivis Western Australia. WA Limestone has a twenty five year 
agreement (expiry 2029) with the City of Rockingham for material extraction from the site. 

In September 2010 PMR Quarries P/L trading as WA Limestone CO lodged a referral to the 
Department of Environment for the clearing of 22ha of native vegetation, to allow sand and 
limestone quarrying at 2170 Millar Road, Baldivis Western Australia. The quarry has 
operated continuously for 28 years and the purpose of the referral was to enable the 
continuation of activities, to extract the remaining sand and limestone resource from the 
site.  
The referral was assessed as a controlled action in accordance with Part 9 of the Environmental 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act) and was granted conditional approval 2nd 
May 2013 by the Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities 
(DSEWPC). 

This approval is subject to specified conditions from the DSEWPC, as outlined in the approval 
document EPBC 2010/5706. 

This compliance report is based on the 2013/14 annual reporting period for EPBC 2010/5649, and 
has been developed to meet the reporting requirements of Condition 8 of EPBC 2010/5649. 
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Table 1: Compliance Audit of EPBC 2010/5706 Conditions 

1 
The person taking the action must ensure that the 
vegetation clearing does not exceed 22 hectares and is 
contained within the area specified in the map at Figure 
1 of Appendix A: project area. 

 Condition adhered to during the reporting period.  During the reporting period the clearing area did not
exceed 22 ha. The area was marked by a certified
surveyor prior to the action. Refer to Figure 1.

2 To mitigate potential impacts to Black Cockatoos, within 
(6) months of the commencement of construction, the 
person taking the action must prepare and submit a 
Tamworth Hill Swamp Reserve Revegetation Plan 
(THSRRP) for the Minister’s approval, that identifies the 
measures to minimise the impacts of the action on Black 
Cockatoos. The THSRRP must detail the following:

i. measures to establish the equivalent of
at least 12 ha of habitat known to be
primary feeding plants for Black
Cockatoos within the Tamworth Hill
Swamp Reserve (THSR), through
landscape planting;

ii. the revegetation methods to be
undertaken within revegetation zones
defined in Appendix A Figure 2;

iii. measures to ensure that seedlings being
planted are free of Dieback,
(phytophthora cinnamomi);

iv. timeframes and survival targets
proposed for plantings;

v. feral animal and weed controls measures
to be implemented;

vi. fencing to be undertaken;

vii. contingency measures if targets are not
met;

viii. the monitoring and survey measures to
be utilised, including timing schedules
and reporting requirements;

ix. roles and responsibilities of contractors,

 The Tamworth Hill Swamp Reserve Revegetation 
Plan (THSRRP) was submitted by the City of 
Rockingham (CoR) for the Ministers approval. The 
plan identified measures to minimise impacts on 
Black Cockatoos and fulfilled the points outlined in 
condition 2. As the landowner of Lot 2170 Millar 
Road, the CoR is committed to rehabilitating and 
protecting the THSRR, and undertaking the 
requirements of Condition 2.

 To date, the CoR preliminary management has
consisted of establishing fire separation, slashing
and general weed control. Primarily, the current fire
management treatments have involved the
following.

 Red line -  A firebreak on the reserve which
protects the properties on Eighty Rd (This
has been  installed 3m wide with
overhanging branches trimmed back to a
height of 4m ).

 Yellow line - A firebreak on the boundary of
the reserve (same dimensions).

 Blue line - A firebreak/access track on the
edge of the swamp vegetation.

 Orange lines - Areas of field slashing to a
height of 50mm.

This work has also involved incorporating a 
limestone layered separation of the marshland in 
the south-western corner of the reserve to improve 
fire and maintenance access.  

 Funding for stage one of the revegetation in
accordance with the approved methodology will
become available on July 2014. This will include
establishing an appropriate on ground weed
implementation strategy, survival targets,
contingency measures and a foundation for the

 The Tamworth Hill Swamp Reserve Revegetation
(THSRRP) is available on WA Limestone’s public
website:http://www.walimestone.com/content.php?CID=
10 

 The THSRRP has been reviewed by officers of the
Approvals Monitoring Section from the Department of
Environment; approval was decided 26th November
2013 (Appendix 1).

 Fire management treatments detailed in Figure2.

http://www.walimestone.com/content.php?CID=10
http://www.walimestone.com/content.php?CID=10
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staff and the person taking the action, 

x. prior to, during and following any
rehabilitation and revegetation works
undertaken within the THSR area, and;

xi. how the WA DEC, CoR, or other
conservation organisation(s), have been
consulted in the preparation of the
THSRRP.

If the Minister approves the THSRRP then the THSRRP 
must be implemented. 

ongoing monitoring regime. 

3 Prior to commencement of construction the person 
taking the action must provide the department with 
written agreement from the CoR that the Tamworth Hill 
Swamp Reserve (THSR) revegetation areas are shown 
at Appendix A Figure 2 will be retained in perpetuity 
under its existing conservation reserve status. 

 The CoR provided the DSEW with a letter
confirming the perpetuity of revegetation at the
Tamworth Hill Swamp Reserve.

 CoR Letter sent to the department on the 7th of May
2013 (Appendix 2).

4 To offset the loss of 22ha of Black Cockatoo foraging 
habitat and the loss of 93 potential breeding trees, the 
person taking the action must within 12 months of the 
commencement of construction, provide funding of 
$65,000 to WA DEC for the acquisition, and to assist in 
the ongoing maintenance of, a 65ha area of freehold 
land in the Gingin area (offset area). The land being 
ceded to WA DEC, under irrevocable long term 
protection must contain Banksia woodland that is in 
equivalent or better condition than the Banksia 
woodland that is in ‘average’ condition within the project 
area. Within 4 weeks of the funding being provided to 
WA DEC, the person taking the action must provide 
written evidence to the department of the payment. 

 The funding of $65,000 for the acquisition and
maintenance of an offset area has been paid.

 Copy of payment details to the DoPaW, see Appendix
3.

 For correspondence relating to condition 4 between
DPaW and Department of Environment see Appendix
4.

5 Within 12 months of the commencement of construction, 
the person taking the action must provide to the 
department a description and map clearly defining the 
location and boundaries of the offset area, as specified 
in Condition 4, which must be accompanied with the 
offset attributes. 

 Consultation with the Department of Parks and
Wildlife Land Tenure Project Officer has been
undertaken in sourcing an offset area, as specified
in Condition 4.

 The $65,000 funding will contribute to an accumulation
of offset funds towards the protection of land in Gingin.
Contact the Land Tenure Project Officer Alex Errington
at DoPaW for further details.

6 To mitigate potential impacts to Black Cockatoo habitat 
adjacent to the Project Area, the person taking the 
action must ensure that the following measures is 
carried out to limit the occurrence of Dieback 

 Vehicles used during construction of the quarry are
unlikely to enter into a dieback affected area, as
WA Limestone operates on low risk sites and have
no affected sites that are dieback affected.

 As a matter of course the Millar Road operation adopts 
dieback prevention policies to maintain the site in a 
disease free state and to prevent Phytophthora 
cinnamomi affecting the adjoining native vegetation. 
Refer to
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(Phytophthora cinnamomi) on site. 

i. All vehicles being used during
construction of the quarry that have
come from a Dieback affected area must
be washed down prior to entering the
project area in accordance with WA DEC
management of Dieback in extractive
industries guidelines.

 If dieback was found to occur, measures would be
used in accordance with WA DEC Management of
Dieback in extractive industries guidelines.

Excavation Management Plan 2006 (Attachment 5) for 
details. 

 Dieback occurring on site is unlikely as the soils of the 
Millar Road project are in the Spearwood dune and 
plain system area (L.Stephens, 2006, WA Limestone 
Excavation Management Plan Limestone and Sand 
Quarry Millar Road 2170). Sites with calcareous soils 
such as the Spearwood dune system are not 
considered to be "vulnerable” to the disease (Podger 
F D, S H James and M J Mulcahy, 2000 “Protectable 
Areas” and their Priority for Management, IN Protocol 
submitted to the Minister for the Environment by the 
Dieback Consultative Council).

CALM generally recognise “where Basic Raw Materials 
are being extracted from deep pits, such as mines and 
quarries, and where there is no obvious source of 
inoculum, this material may also be certified as free of 
Dieback and be suitable for use in uninfested areas". 
(2004 “Best Practice Guidelines for Management of 
Phytophthora cinnamomi”). 

The ‘Management of Phytophthora Dieback in 
Extractive Industries’ Best Practice Guidelines, Dieback 
Working Group recommends management strategies, 
suggesting limestone makes an ideal material for use in 
quarantine areas due to its high pH being very 
suppressive to dieback. 

7 Within 30 days after the commencement of construction, 
the person taking the action must advise the department 
in writing of the actual date of commencement. 

 Construction commenced 12th June 2013. The
department was notified on 20 November 2013.
The delay was due to an administrative oversight by
WA Limestone.

 Letter sent to the department 20th November 2013.
Appendix 6.

8 Within three months of every 12 month anniversary of 
the commencement of construction, the person taking 
the action must publish a report on their website 
addressing compliance with each of the conditions of 
this approval, including implementation of any 
management plans as specified in the conditions. The 
reports must remain on the website for at least five (5) 
years. Documentary evidence providing proof of the 
date of publication and non-compliance with any of the 
conditions of this approval must be provided to the 
department at the same time as the compliance report is 

 Completed for the reporting period 2013/2014.

 All plans required for this approval have been
published on WA Limestone’s website.

 This document.

 Plans available on WA Limestone’s website:
http://www.walimestone.com/content.php?CID=10

http://www.walimestone.com/content.php?CID=10
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published. 

9 If the person taking the action wishes to carry out any 
activity otherwise than in accordance with the Tamworth 
Hill Swamp Reserve Revegetation Plan (THSRRP) as 
specified in the conditions, the person taking the action 
must submit to the department for the Minister’s written 
approval a revised version of that THSRRP. The varied 
activity shall not commence until the Minister has 
approved the varied THSRRP in writing. The Minister 
will not approve a varied THSRRP unless the revised 
THSRRP would result in an equivalent or improved 
environmental outcome over time. If the Minister 
approves the revised THSRRP that THSRRP must be 
implemented in place of the THSRRP originally 
approved. 

 Not applicable during the reporting period.  N/A

10 If the Minister believes that it is necessary or convenient 
for the better protection of Listed Threatened Species 
and Communities to do so, the Minister may request 
that the person taking the action make specified 
revisions to the Tamworth Hill Swamp Reserve 
Revegetation Plan (THSRRP) specified in the conditions 
and submit the revised THSRRP for the Ministers 
written approval. The person taking the action must 
comply with any such request. The revised approved 
THSRRP must be implemented. Unless the Minister has 
approved the revised THSRRP then the person taking 
the action must continue to implement the THSRRP 
originally approved, as specified in the conditions. 

 Not applicable during the reporting period.  N/A

11 If, at any time after five years from the date of this 
approval, the person taking the action has not 
substantially commenced the action, then the person 
taking the action must not substantially commence the 
action without the written agreement of the Minister. 

 Action has commenced.  Department notified of commencement on November
20th 2013. Appendix 5.

12 Unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the Minister, 
the person taking the action must publish the Tamworth 
Hill Swamp Reserve Revegetation Plan (THSRRP) 
referred to in these conditions of approval on their 
website. The THSRRP must be published on the 
website within 1 month of being approved. 

 All plans required for this approval have been
published on WA Limestone’s website.

 Plans available on WA Limestone’s website:
http://www.walimestone.com/content.php?CID=10

http://www.walimestone.com/content.php?CID=10
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Caroline Scally

From: Errington, Alex <Alex.Errington@DPaW.wa.gov.au>
Sent: Thursday, 8 May 2014 9:31 AM
To: Mumford, Jacqui
Cc: Welsh, Mick; Jeanette Zubac; Caroline Scally
Subject: EPBC 2010/5649 W.A. Limestone

Hi Jacquie 
Further to my discussion with Mick Welsh, please note that, in accordance with Condition 4 of the approval dated 2 
May 2013, W.A. Limestone yesterday provided this Department with a cheque for $65,000 for the acquisition and 
ongoing maintenance of 65 ha of Black Cockatoo foraging habitat. As we have only just received the funds, I am 
unable at this stage to provide you with details of the property which will be acquired.  
Alex Errington 
Department of Parks and Wildlife 
(08) 9219 8775   
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Figure 1: Approved Clearing Area 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2: City of Rockingham Fire Management Treatments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




